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All  the  World  to  See! 


ACH  year  marks  advances  in  the  fields  of  science, 


education,  social  service,  and  government  which 
bring  the  National  Society  for  the  Prevention  of  Blind- 
ness nearer  its  goal ; the  time  when  all  the  world  may 
see  with  clear,  healthy  eyes.  As  leader  in  the  organized 
movement  for  conservation  of  eyesight,  the  National 
Society  stimulates  progress  in  those  countries  through- 
out the  w'orld  which  are  affiliated  with  the  Interna- 
tional Association  for  the  Prevention  of  Blindness. 

In  this  twenty-fifth  annual  report,  the  Society  pre- 
sents the  highlights  of  the  past  year’s  activities — made 
possible  by  the  generous  support  of  members  and 
friends.  It  is  difficult  to  measure  accomplishment;  re- 
sults are  frequently  intangible.  However,  it  may  be 
noted  that  there  is  an  increase  in  state  and  local  pro- 
grams for  sight  conservation;  that  official  health,  wel- 
fare, and  educational  bodies  are  incorporating  sight 
conser\'ation  activities  in  their  programs;  and  that 
there  is  growing  interest  and  understanding  on  the  part 
of  the  public  generally  in  the  work  of  the  Society. 


C__y  President 


3 


Highlights  in  Sight  Conservation 

Honors  Bestowed  on  the  Society 

The  National  Society  for  tlie  Prevention  of  Blindness  was  sig- 
nally honored  during  the  past  year  through  awards  to  Dr.  Park 
Lewis,  first  vice-president,  and  Mr.  Lewis  H.  Carris,  general  direc- 
tor, who  were  presented  with  medals  by  the  International  Asso- 
ciation for  the  Prevention  of  Blindness  for  their  zealous  efforts  in 
the  founding  of  that  association  ten  years  ago;  and  to  Dr.  Edward 
C.  Ellett,  a member  of  the  Society’s  Board,  who  received  the  Les- 
lie Dana  Gold  Medal  for  "outstanding  achievements  in  the  pre- 
vention of  blindness  and  conservation  of  vision.” 

Annual  Conference 

An  outstanding  enterprise  in  1939  was  the  Conference  in  New 
York  City,  October  26-28.  More  than  500  representatives  from 
24  states,  the  District  of  Columbia,  Hawaii,  England,  Palestine, 
Siam,  and  Turkey,  registered.  The  following  subjects*  were  pre- 
sented by  eminent  authorities; 

Problems  of  Nursing  Education  and  Relationships  in  the 
Sight  Conservation  Program 
Nutrition  as  it  Relates  to  the  Eye 
Significant  Recent  Developments  in  Protecting  the  Eyes 
of  Industrial  Workers 

Eye  Problems  Related  to  the  Preschool  Child 
Sight  Conservation  Through  Euller  Understanding  of 
the  Patient 

The  Ophthalmologist  Sees  an  Organized  Program 
Trachoma 

The  R61e  of  Health  Departments  in  the  Prevention  of 
Blindness 

The  Significance  of  Mechanical  Devices  as  Educational 
Tools  of  Partially-Seeing  Children 
Prevention  of  Blindness  Developments  Under  the  Social 
Security  Board 

Glaucoma  Research  Inaugurated 

Realizing  the  necessity  for  stimulating  further  research  on  the 
subject  of  glaucoma,  the  Society  has  been  instrumental  during  the 

* Most  of  the  papers  will  be  available  in  published  form  early  in  1940. 
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past  year  in  initiating  such  a project.  Through  the  generosity  of 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  George  B.  Mathews  of  Buffalo,  an  honorarium  of 
one  thousand  dollars  has  been  made  available  and  is  being  offered, 
through  the  International  Association  for  the  Prevention  of  Blind- 
ness, for  a treatise  or  study  leading  to  a greater  knowledge  and 
understanding  of  glaucoma. 

Participation  with  American  Medical  Association 

For  the  third  consecutive  year  the  Society  was  granted  the 
privilege  of  maintaining  an  e.xhibit  booth  and  consultation  service 
during  the  annual  meeting  of  the  American  Medical  Association, 
in  St.  Louis.  As  a result,  hundreds  of  physicians  have  addressed 
inquiries  to  the  Society  and  have  become  familiar  with  its  facili- 
ties. Dr.  Park  Lewis  was  featured  on  the  program  and  presented 
a paper  on  “Ophthalmology's  Place  in  the  Prevention  of  Blind- 
ness.” 

Study  of  Causes  of  Blindness 

In  order  fully  to  understand  the  extent  of  its  problem,  the  So- 
ciety realizes  that  more  exact  information  on  the  causes  of  blind- 
ness and  the  groups  in  which  it  occurs  is  necessary.  The  groups 
from  which  the  most  reliable  information  has  been  drawn  to  date 
are  the  schools  and  classes  for  the  blind  whose  examining  ophthal- 
mologists are  using  the  standard  eye  record  evolved  by  the  Com- 
mittee on  Statistics  of  the  Blind.  The  latest  figures  indicate  that 
39  schools  submitted  uniform  reports  on  a total  of  3,993  blind 
pupils.  Similar  studies  of  the  adult  blind  are  being  planned 
by  the  Social  Security  Board,  which  has  elected  to  follow  the 
Committee’s  plan  of  classification  in  assembling  data  on  causes  of 
blindness  among  recipients  of  aid  to  the  blind.  Analysis  of  case 
records  is  showing  the  Society  where  to  train  its  floodlights  of 
public  education  and  influence. 

Venereal  Disease  Control  in  Prevention  of  Blindness 

In  view  of  the  fact  that  more  than  16  per  cent  of  the  blind 
population  in  the  United  States  lost  their  sight  as  a result  of 
syphilis  or  gonorrhea,  the  Society  has  taken  an  active  part  in  the 
observance  of  National  Social  Hygiene  Day,  co-operating  with  the 
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American  Social  Hygiene  Association  in  spreading  information  on 
this  subject.  It  is  encouraging  to  report  that  already  30  states 
have  premarital  examination  laws,  and  17  states  have  provisions 
for  compulsory  Wassermann  tests  for  expectant  mothers. 

Sight  Conservation  in  the  Field  of  Education 

The  five-year  intensive  demonstration  program  on  the  subject 
of  eye  health  of  college  students  was  completed  with  a seminar 
on  teacher  education  in  eye  health,  conducted  at  Northwestei  n 
University  by  the  Society's  associate  in  health  education,  who 
retired  during  the  year.  The  Society  continued  its  participation 
in  the  program  within  the  limits  of  its  present  staff,  through  the 
advisory  committee  on  teacher  education  and  the  eye  health  com- 
mittee of  the  American  Student  Health  Association,  the  chairmen 
serving  as  advisers.  Among  the  projects  undertaken  is  the  im- 
provement of  devices  and  methods  for  testing  the  eyes  of  college 
students  and  for  securing  uniform  records. 

An  advanced  course  for  sight-saving  class  supervisors  and  teach- 
ers was  given  at  Wayne  University,  Detroit,  under  the  direction 
of  the  Society’s  associate  director,  and  the  Society  participated  in 
elementary  courses  for  sight-saving  class  teachers  at  Wayne  and 
four  other  universities,  through  provision  of  lecture  and  teaching 
service  and  of  pertinent  material. 

It  is  of  interest  to  note  that  during  the  year  15  new  sight-saving 
classes  were  established,  bringing  the  total  number  up  to  602. 

At  the  request  of  the  Board  of  Education  of  the  City  of  New 
York  the  Society  participated  in  a survey  of  the  facilities  for  par- 
tially seeing  school  children  in  the  five  boroughs. 


Medical  Social  Service  Relating  to  the  Eyes 

The  third  institute  on  eye  health,  providing  special  study  for 
17  persons  engaged  in  prevention  of  blindness,  was  conducted  last 
spring  at  headquarters.  In  the  spring  semester  of  Washington 
University,  St.  Louis,  an  intensive  course  in  medical  social  eye 
work  was  provided  through  arrangement  with  the  George  Warren 
Brown  Department  of  Social  Work. 

The  Society  took  part  in  the  preparation  of  the  recently  com- 
pleted “Standards  for  Out-Patient  Ophthalmological  Depart- 


ments.”  These  standards  will  greatly  facilitate  the  development 
of  medical  social  eye  services. 

Through  participation  in  the  National  Conference  of  Social 
W'ork  and  in  a medical  social  work  session  during  its  own  Confer- 
ence, the  Society  has  succeeded  in  stimulating  an  interest  among 
a wide  group  of  medical  social  service  workers  in  the  prevention 
of  blindness  aspects  of  their  programs. 


Nursing  Activities  in  Sight  Conservation 

The  Society’s  nursing  advisory  committee,  appointed  during 
1939,  has  held  two  meetings  and  outlined  for  publication:  “Nursing 
Functions  Which  Contribute  to  the  Promotion  of  Eye  Health,” 
and  " Functions  of  a Public  Health  Nurse  in  a Special  Sight  Con- 
servation Program.” 

Active  co-operation  with  the  national  nursing  organizations  was 
maintained  through  the  appointment  of  the  nursing  member  of 
the  Society’s  staff  to  the  curriculum  committee  of  the  National 
League  of  Nursing  Education  and  the  invitation  to  serve  as  chair- 
man of  a sub-committee  to  study  the  integration  of  sight  con- 
servation into  the  curriculum  of  the  undergraduate  schools  of 
nursing.  Similar  co-operative  action  with  the  National  Organi- 
zation for  Public  Health  Nursing  is  evidenced  by  the  assistance 
accorded  in  the  preparation  of  the  third  edition  of  the  “Manual 
of  Public  Health  Nursing.” 


Industrial  Safety  and  Accident  Prevention 

Because  a vast  number  of  cases  of  blindness  and  of  serious  eye 
injuries  occur  among  workers  in  industrial  plants,  extensive  re- 
search into  ways  of  eliminating  eye  hazards  was  carried  on,  the 
findings  of  which  will  be  published  in  the  forthcoming  revised 
edition  of  “Eye  Hazards  in  Industrial  Occupations.” 

In  its  efforts  to  reduce  the  number  of  eye  accidents  caused  by 
the  use  of  fireworks,  air  rifles,  etc.,  the  Society  frequently  provided 
statistics  and  other  factual  data  which  were  used  to  encourage 
needed  legislation — working  closely  with  such  organizations  as 
the  National  Fire  Protection  Association,  the  American  Medical 
Association,  and  the  National  Safety  Council. 
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Public  Information 

In  addition  to  the  educational  work  with  specialized  groups  as 
indicated  in  this  report,  the  Society  carries  on  a continuous  cam- 
paign of  public  information. 

During  the  past  vear  the  facilities  of  radio  were  utilized  more 
extensively  than  ever  before.  The  Society’s  transcribed  program 
concerning  fireworks  accidents  was  broadcast  by  329  stations  in 
4.S  states,  the  District  of  Columbia,  and  Hawaii;  the  transcription 
was  played  approximately  540  times  during  the  week  preceding 
the  Fourth  of  July,  and  many  .stations  scheduled  the  disk  on  a 
daily  program.  For  the  first  time,  the  principal  address  of  the 
annual  meeting  was  heard  over  the  radio.  1 his  was  made  possible 
through  the  co-operation  of  the  municipal  broadcasting  station  of 
New  York  City,  WNYC.  At  the  luncheon  which  concluded  the 
Conference,  the  principal  speech  was  broadcast  through  the  cour- 
tesy of  Station  WMCA. 

The  extent  of  other  methods  of  public  education  is  indicated  by 
the  following:  approximately  290,000  copies  of  publications  were 
distributed;  more  than  1,500  of  the  Society’s  lantern  slides  were 
borrowed;  165  mounted  displays  were  prepared  and  donated;  and 
18  formal  exhibits  were  presented  at  conventions,  for  which  spe- 
cial space  was  designated  for  the  Society’s  use. 

The  Society’s  film,  “Preventing  Blindness  and  Saving  .Sight,’’ 
.was  exhibited  at  least  1,773  times  to  an  estimated  total  audience 
of  181,000  during  1939,  according  to  reports  on  the  178  special 
film  loans  which  were  arranged  and  the  36  prints  that  are  placed 
out  on  deposit  in  visual  education  departments  of  state  universi- 
ties and  other  places.  An  estimated  total  audience  of  more  than 
2,000,000  has  been  reached  with  this  film  in  the  past  ten  years. 
Twenty-three  copies  of  the  recently  completed  talking  .slide  film, 
“The  Nurse’s  Responsibility  in  Saving  Sight,”  were  sold  at  cost, 
and  15  short-term  loans  were  arranged. 


In  Memoriam,  1939 

Dr.  J.  Clifton  Edgar,  member  of  the  Board  of  Directors. 


10 


Summary  of  Finances 


Expenses  during  1939 

Administration 

Education  and  Public  Information 

Field  Service 

Editorial  Research 

Publications 

Extension  (Fund  Raising)  . 
Co-operative  Projects  .... 
Retirement  Plan — premiums,  etc.  . 
Total  Expenses,  1939  . 


$38,596.68 

53,661.69 

16,146.54 

9,861.91 

12,001.35 

21,250.39 

12,972.94 

2,590.03 


Income  during  1939 
Donations 

New $ 9,164.76 

Renewal  ....  70,050.17 

Memberships 

New $ 422.00 

Renewal  15,357.14 

FromEndowmentandReserveFunds 
From  Wendel  Foundation  . 

From  Estate  of  Ella  V.  von  E.  Wendel 

From  Trust  Funds 

From  sale  of  publications,  subscrip- 
tions to  Sight-Saving  Review,  etc. 
Total  Income,  1939. 


$79,214.93 


15,779.14 

13,745.21 

7,250.00 

9,183.18 

1,316.95 

4,758.90 


$167,081.53 


131,248.31 


Excess  of  expenses  over  income,  1939  ...  $ 35,833.22 


Scholarship  granted  from  Maude  Haywood  Scholar- 


ship Fund $ 100.00 


Total  resourcesatDecember31, 1938,  including  mort- 
gages, securities,  and  real  estate,  at  book  value  $430,326.66 
W ithdrawn  from  Reserve  Fund  to  meet  excess  of 

expenses  over  income  during  1939  ....  35,833.22 

$394,493.44 

Net  additions  to  Endowment,  Reserve,  and  Special 
Projects  and  Designated  Funds  during  1939 

from  legacies,  etc 49,889.77 

T otal  resou  rcesat  December  3 1 , 1 939,  including  mort- 
gages, securities,  and  real  estate  at  book  value  $444,383.21  * 


* This  does  not  include  the  following;  Trust  Fund  of  S.IO.OOO  established 
under  the  will  of  Clementine  Farr  Duff  (60  per  cent  received,  balance  expected). 
Trust  Fund  of  S20,000  established  in  1939  under  the  will  of  Charles  I'.  Pope, 
l/40th  share  in  the  unliquidated  properties  of  the  Wendel  Foundation,  Jith 
share  in  the  unliquidated  and  undistributed  assets  of  the  Mary  L.  C.  Earle 
Estate  (consisting  principally  of  country  real  estate  of  uncertain  value),  and 
the  Society's  interest  in  various  estates  in  course  of  administration. 
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The  foregoing  statement  is  based  on  the  report  of  Fred- 
erick Fischer,  Jr.,  C.P.A.,  by  whom  the  accounts  of  the 
Society  were  audited.  A copy  of  the  report  will  be  sent  upon 
request. 

The  Executive  Director  is  required  by  the  Board  of  Di- 
rectors to  submit  a detailed  statement  of  proposed  expendi- 
tures and  to  account  for  all  sums  spent  within  the  budget 
appropriations.  Vouchers  are  on  file  for  every  expenditure. 

To  meet  the  enlarged  opportunities  for  service,  the  Board 
of  Directors,  as  in  the  past,  approved  the  use  of  part  of  the 
reserve  funds  for  current  purposes.  Through  receipt  of 
special  gifts  and  bequests  the  resources  of  the  Society  at 
book  value  were  increased,  nevertheless,  by  314,056.55. 

The  Directors  gratefully  acknowledge  the  widespread 
generosity  and  confidence  which  have  placed  these  funds  in 
their  care  for  the  Society’s  work.  It  is  their  constant  pur- 
pose to  maintain  a sound  financial  condition,  and  they  be- 
lieve that  satisfaction  should  be  found  in  the  situation  as 
disclosed  by  this  report. 


Form  of  Bequest 

I give  and  bequeath  to  the  National  So- 
ciety for  the  Prevention  of  Blindness,  Inc.,  a 
corporation  created  under  the  laws  of  the 

State  of  New  York,  the  sum  of 

Dollars 

for  its  corporate  purposes. 
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